Training the Trainer: Where to Start When Teaching JAWS Handout
JAWS (Job Access with Speech) is a screen reader application that provides speech and braille output for users who are unable to see screen content or navigate using the mouse. It enables you to write documents, create presentations, send email, and browse the internet using the keyboard.
As a teacher or an assistive technology instructor, it can be difficult to know where to start when teaching students how to use JAWS. Here are valuable resources that place Freedom Scientific training content at your fingertips, plus tips on where to begin when working with students.
Freedom Scientific Training Resources
JAWS is compatible with third party applications such as: MS Office, Google Workspace, and web browsers. Read text and navigate applications using keyboard commands.
Navigate the Freedom Scientific Training Page
Visit the Freedom Scientific Training page to access all available resources in one place. The Training Events page contains a list of upcoming webinars. Stream or download archived webinars on the Webinars On Demand page.
Access JAWS Basic Training
Access the JAWS Basic Training material in the JAWS Help menu under Training. The Table of Contents should load automatically. Press ENTER on a training book to download or open it.
Use FSReader, Freedom Scientific’s DAISY reader, to access the JAWS Basic Training materials in DAISY format. This application is automatically installed when you install JAWS.
You can run FSReader directly from the desktop. Press CTRL+J to load the Table of Contents if it does not load automatically.
Press F6 to navigate between training topics and the training content text. Press CTRL+P to play or pause the audio content. Because these topics are in DAISY format, the text and audio are synchronized so you can move from one to the other while maintaining your place each time.
Download the JAWS Basic Training Bundle
Download the complete JAWS Basic Training from the JAWS Training page. It contains the entire JAWS Basic Training in MP3 and HTML formats. These are not in DAISY format, so will not be synchronized.
This bundle is a ZIP file that can be extracted to any location on your computer. Files can also be copied to an SD card or other services such as Google Drive or Dropbox, which makes it possible to access them on a smart phone, tablet, or other mobile device.
Access the JAWS Training Series
Visit the Teachers’ page to access our JAWS Training Series for teachers and AT instructors. The Table of contents contains a list of all JAWS training modules and corresponding lessons. You can also access each module on the Teachers’ page.
Tips On Where to Start Teaching JAWS
Practice reading and navigation commands in a Word or text document. Use practical tasks that interest students to introduce new concepts. Examples include writing a story or reading an article.
This helps you apply each lesson to a practical task.

